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Our President's Perspective

Greetings to all of you 7th Inf Div vets!

I would like to take this opportunity to
invite the entire Membership of this great
organization to join myself and the Officers
to a reunion in 2017, at a destination of
your choice. When you reply to this

invitation, you only have to submit your choice of the
destination. I have some ideas for you to consider: the 7th

Infantry Division’s 100th Anniversary in Tacoma WA in
Dec’17; Branson, MO; Atlanta, GA, Dallas, TX; or
Nashville, TN. If you have a personal preference, feel free
to submit it. The Treasurer and I will tally the destination
suggestions and inform the membership of the outcome.

In our last Hourglass newsletter I spoke of being concerned
that our Association is losing its desire to gather and
associate with the people that we fought alongside in combat
and served with on active duty with the 7th Division, during
the past century. Time is getting shorter, as we all know. So,
I am appealing once again to all of you to send us your input
in relation to holding another organized reunion.

If you go to p26 of the Summer ’16 issue of The Hourglass
you will find Treasurer Doug Halbert’s posting of the past
reunion survey results. Only 15 Members submitted location
preferences! If my appeal is not answered by enough of
you, sadly there will be no Reunion in 2017.

At present, there seems to be little or no support to hold a
reunion in the future. This saddens and worries me. Whether
we hold any more reunions or not, we will keep publishing
The Hourglass newsletter, so keep sending your stories to
the Editor at <hourglass@7ida.us>.

Your President,

Richard Patterson
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Appearing to hover in midair, a U.S. Special Forces Paratrooper
from the 1st Bn, 10th Spcl Forces Grp snaps a salute to his comrades
while jumping backwards out of a C-130, 17,000 feet in the air
over Germany on 24Feb16.

This is the front page of the Dec’52 edition of The
Hourglass newsletter which was published 3
times a year -  April, August and December. There
were only 4 pages back then and the content was
mostly devoted to personal information about 7th

Division soldiers and veterans.

The annual dues for Association Membership were
just $1.00 + postage (East of the Mississippi 25c,
West of the Mississippi only 15c). For $1.50 more
(+ postage) you could also get a Membership
Roster sent to you.

There's an interesting tidbit of information about
the Bayonet Badge that you may not know.
Originally it was also going to be given to ROK
soldiers who served with the 7ID and “as a
memento for VIPs and USO performers.” The
Division also sent one to the 7IDA in San
Francisco, where it was framed and put on display.

One concept of what it may look like
when the card is finally issued.

Honorable Veteran's ID Card Coming
The Veterans ID Card Act of 2015, enacted in July 2016, directs the
VA to provide all honorably discharged veterans who are not
currently receiving VA care or benefits with an identification card.
It will show the veteran’s photo and will serve as proof that they
have a valid DD-214 but will not include sensitive information such
as their Social Security number.

The cards will not be issued until sometime in 2017 and there will
be a yet-to-be determined fee.

needed it.  He asked…”

Don't forget, incoming fire has the right of
way.
Clint Smith
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We Get Letters
I was stationed on the “Z” way back
in 1968, and stayed there for 10
months or so before returning to
Camp Casey.

Up on the “Z” my CO was 1LT Clarence
G. Harvey, and our First Sergeant’s
last name was Grey. For the entire time
on the “Z” I worked in the TOC, the
bunker carved into the hillside with a
helipad overhead. I held a top-secret
crypto clearance, worked in the message
center, and acted as a courier along the
“Z” delivering intel reports to the
different units we supported. Sp4 Walter
J. Evans was my “shotgun.”

The winters of ’69 & ’70 were horrendous!
Working in the TOC was a sanctuary away
from the outside elements. On one
occasion, while running courier to the
3rd Bn, 32nd Inf, I passed a children’s
orphanage run by Catholic nuns. It was
basically a Quonset hut with nothing more
than a dirt floor. They had no heating
fuel for their stoves, so I went back to
the motor pool and requested a 50 gallon
drum of diesel fuel per order of the CO.

I told the Supply Sergeant the TOC needed
it. He asked for the requisition orders,
which I didn’t have, so I told him that
the TOC was ice-cold, had no heat, and
the message center had gone down. We
needed fuel ASAP! He finally agreed and
got me a deuce-and-a-half with a driver
to get it transported.  All in all, we
got the diesel to the orphanage and they
got heat.

When I got back down south, I drove for
LT Guthrie.  He pretty much let me “run
free,” as he knew I was “short.” I left

Casey in Feb’70.  Crazy days, and I
have fond memories.

Her e i s  t he Rules of Engagement card
that we all carried when operating

in the DMZ.

Robert A. Brustman
Sp4, Retired but still serving

<brustmr@comcast.net>
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At right is an article written
by Jim O’Shea for the 7th ID’s
Bayonet newspaper in March
1968. It is in regards to the
Bayonet Badge award ceremony
conducted 24Feb68 at Camp Casey
for troops of the 1st Bn, 31st

Inf Rgt who served on the DMZ
in August of 1967.

Jim O’Shea served with us in
Co A, 1st Bn, 31st Bn before
becoming a field reporter for
the Bayonet newspaper. He went
on to be a reporter, editor and
author.

On the left is the
photograph of me being
awarded the 7 th ID
Bayonet Badge by BG
James K. Terry on
24Feb68. The ceremony
was held on the parade
grounds at Camp Casey,
Korea. It was a large
ceremony for troops of
the 1st Bn, 31st Inf Rgt
who served on the DMZ
in August of 1967. I am
6 th from the left,
getting pinned.Clarke about to be “pinned” by BG Terry.

We Get Letters continued

The picture was taken
by a 7 th Division
photographer.

Thank you for all your
great work.

Eugene Clarke
Co A, 1st Bn, 31st Inf

Redding, CT
<eclarke71946@icloud.com>
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Thanks for your sympathy card at the
passing of my husband, Donald C. Clarke,
who served with the 7th Medical in 1944-
46. Don was very proud of the 7th Division
and even had “7TH INF” as the license
plate on his car.
We were able to visit the museum at Fort
Ord a number of years ago, and on the
wall there was a picture of Don in a
landing craft with a number of soldiers.
That picture is now hanging on the wall
in our home.

I would like very much to remain a member
of the Association.

Muriel Clarke
17 Cobble Rd, O-1

Salisbury, CN  06068

I served in the 7th Division from 1955-
57. I joined the Army in June 1955 with a
promise from the Recruiting Sergeant that
I would go to clerk school after Basic,
and perhaps be a clerk in an embassy in
Europe. I took my Basic with the de-
activated 101st Airborne at Fort Jackson,
SC and did attend clerk-typist school.
Imagine my surprise when I got orders to
the 7th Inf Div in Korea!

I ended up in the I&R Squad, 1st Bn, 31st

Inf Rgt, close to Tong-du-chon (Camp
Casey). This is a photograph of me with

In the last issue (p28, Sum’16) I saw
Gene Richard’s story about a L-19 being
shot down on 04Jul53. I remember that
incident. The plane crashed about halfway
between the US and Chinese lines near my
unit, 3rd Platoon, Co E, 31st Inf Rgt.

The 1st Platoon of our Company was closer
to the crash so they sent out a patrol to
rescue or recover the crew. One of the
men was recovered, but the other was
KIA.

Milford “Chunky” Sims
274 N. Hartford St.
Chandler, AZ  85225

<chunkysims@yahoo.com>

Editor: See Chunky's account of "How I Won The War"
starting page 15.

We Get Letters continued

my tent mates. After 8 months in the
31st, there was an IG inspection which
determined I was mis-assigned as a clerk,
so they moved me to the 7th Quartermaster
to serve as Sales Manager for the unit
Post Exchange.

Upon returning to the States, in 1957, I
was assigned to Fort Leonard Wood, MO,
affectionately known as “Little Korea.”

Bill McLemore
E-4 US Army 1955-58
5116 W Malibu Court

McHenry, IL 60050-5148
Home: 815-322-2972
Mobile: 706-957-2447

<wmclemore37@gmail.com>
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Seekers Page
I am writing on behalf of Norman D.
Bennett who served in Korea
from around Dec’54 to May’56
at Camp Casey. Mr. Bennett
told me that he was in Co H, 31st

Inf Rgmt and then transferred to
the 7th Replacement Co.

He is looking for any documentation that proves he was there.
We have tried to find information from the Army, the National
Personnel Center and even the Navy, all without success.
Perhaps one of your readers can remember Mr. Bennett at
Camp Casey during this time frame? Any help will be greatly
appreciated.

Please contact Mr. Bennett directly at:
Norman D. Bennett
PO Box 162
Saratoga, WY 82331-0162
Phone 307-326-5906

Cynthia M. Lummis
Member of Congress, Wyoming

In early or mid-1953, I was assigned to a gun section in Btry
B, 48th FA Bn, 7th Div. I was promoted to SGT and made
chief of section toward the end of my tour in Korea. I’ve

always hoped to meet up with buddies I served with in B
Btry, and these names come to mind:  Juan Malave,

Anthony Pacheco, Rogers Ramos, Leland Dabrako,
David Murray, Franklin Barb, Buford Lawrence, Basil
Falcone, Glen Gienapp, Ray Wegner, Elmer Baumgarn,
Joe Reardon, and SIN Jea Hu (ROK). If anyone knows
these guys, how to contact them, etc - please let me know.

The pictures below are of me with our Battery’s 105s,
possibly in the Triangle Hill area, and when I was on R&R
in Yokohama, Japan in May’53.

I am trying to get information for a friend whose grandfather,
Myrtie Johnson, was assigned as a military policeman with
the 7th Infantry Division.

Mr. Johnson only served about one year in the Army. From
what I am being told, Mr. Johnson served with the 7th Infantry
Division in Korea for six months around Sep’46. After that
he was discharged from the Army.
The information that we are trying to find out is:
 What military police unit was he assigned to?
 Where was this unit stationed while in Korea?
 What would have been his duties while assigned to the

unit?
 If he departed on a ship when he left for, or returned

from, Korea?
Any information would be very much appreciated.

Orrie Whittlesey
<owhittlesey@msn.com>

Bullard with “Margie”
the 105mm howitzer.
Notice the Bayonet
Badge on his right
chest.

Bullard,
wearing his

Bayonet Badge,
seated on the
carriage of a

105mm howitzer
in Jan’53.
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Seekers continued

John Bullard
PO Box 681

Warsaw, IN  46581
<hd_rider@hotmail.com>

Bullard and a
105mm
howitzer.

Bullard on R&R
in Yokohama,

again wearing
his Bayonet

Badge.

I was wondering if any surviving WWII 7th Division vets
from the Attu campaign may have an idea of who the men are
in this photo.

Members of the 32nd Inf Rgt posing for a photograph on
top of a mountain on Attu, Aleutian Islands, Alaska, circa
July 1943.

Their unit patch is that of the 7ID. We have had a lot of
inquires lately, but there is no caption with the photo for us
to identify it beyond what information was already provided.

The photos are part of the collection from the service of
Brigadier General LeRoy J. Stewart, Commander of the
76th Field Arty Bn, and Chief of Staff, 7th Inf Div. He
participated in the Aleutian Islands Campaign and Kwajalein
invasion.

Tommy Lofton
Historian/Curator

The National World War II Museum
945 Magazine Street

New Orleans, LA 70130
(504) 528-1944 ext. 311

<thomas.lofton@nationalww2museum.org>
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The Korean War
Battle of June 5, 1951

Blair J. Willard

The company commander was killed in the initial burst of
enemy fire. As the only remaining officer, I assumed command
of the company and the assault continued. Large concentrations
of heavy mortar fire proved devastating to the company. The
Chinese were in a well-defended position with numerically
superior forces that required, and produced, maximum effort
of the most heroic nature from every man in the company.
The company fought a long and hard battle and was eventually
able to secure the hill and consolidate its position with a
defensive perimeter in preparation for the inevitable counter-
attack. Within a short period of time, the Chinese launched a
powerful counter-attack accompanied by much screaming and
yelling and the blowing of whistles and bugles, and the firing
of flares, all intended to bolster the confidence of their troops
while attempting to intimidate our troops.

The company was faced with overwhelming numbers of
counter-attacking Chinese. The battle was quickly joined at
close quarters, requiring the use of bayonets and grenades.
Some of our men encountered such close combat that they
were unable to find time to reload and had to resort to using
rifles and entrenching tools (shovels) as clubs. Most of the
grenades thrown by the Chinese turned out to be concussion
grenades, rather than the deadly fragmentation grenades such
as our troops used. Thankfully, that saved many of our men.

I have a strong recollection of one very young medic who,
unarmed and with complete disregard for his own safety,
tended to the wounded although he was exposed to withering
flanking fire from Chinese automatic weapons located on
parallel ridgelines on each side of our position. He
epitomized the many heroic actions of the men of the company
during the battle. Eventually, after sustaining many casualties,
the Chinese retreated and again the company consolidated
its position. Over several more hours, the company
successfully defended its position from repeated fierce
counter-attacks that always started with the noise of their
bugles and whistles and the firing of flares.

In late afternoon, the enemy apparently had enough and
retreated from the ridge line. This development proved
fortuitous for the company because it had suffered many
casualties and was faced with a serious depletion of
ammunition. Shortly before dusk, I gave the order to withdraw
from the hill, as it appeared questionable that the company
could have successfully defended its position in the event of
another enemy attack. The company then withdrew and
returned to its previous defensive position on the division’s
main line of resistance.

Willard in a bivouac site
in 1951.

In the vicinity of the Hwachon Reservoir in North Korea,
during the early afternoon of June 5, 1951, advance elements
of  I  Co of the 31st Inf Rgt paused to observe a steeply sloping
hill which formed the nose of a long and narrow ridge line
approximating 300 meters in elevation and which extended
in a NW direction for an estimated 1000 meters. This hill,
and its ridge, provided a commanding view of the area and
looked like hundreds of others in Korea. By radio from the
battalion command post (CP), orders were received to take
possession of the hill.

The 1LT commanding the company radioed back to battalion
that an attack would be extremely difficult because enemy
positions were observed on the hill and the only assault route
available to the company was almost completely devoid of
any cover. A swift response from the battalion CP repeated
the order to take the hill. Without hesitation, the LT replied,
“Roger, we are advancing.”    The company moved to the
base of the hill where the 1st and 2nd platoons deployed in a
skirmish line and led the company assault. The company
commander took charge of the 1st platoon. I was the only
other 1LT in the company and Platoon Leader of the 2nd

Platoon.

The advance up the hill was slow because of its steep slope.
However, it continued without incident until the company
was approximately 50 meters from the top where the ridge
line began. At that point no cover was available and the
company began receiving heavy enemy fire from mortars,
automatic small arms and hand grenades which rolled down
the hill toward our skirmish line. All of this fire was directed
from well-emplaced enemy (Chinese) positions at the summit.

The following is an account
of an infantry battle that
occurred in 1952, as recalled
on March 20, 2001 by Blair
J. Willard, formerly 1LT,
Infantry, U.S. Army assigned
to Company I of the 31st
Infantry Regiment of the 7th
Infantry Division during the
Korean War.
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A few days later, I was visited by a major from battalion
headquarters. He had taken a survey team to that ridge the
day after the firefight to check out the area. He said that the
enemy had abandoned the location and that after examining
the site it was his conclusion the battalion CP had
underestimated the difficulty to be encountered in the taking
of that objective. The survey team found the number of enemy
dead that were left on that hill were almost too many to count,
totaling more than one hundred. The major was impressed
with the fortitude and heroic actions of the men of Company
I on that day.

Sometime later, the company 1st Sgt. was awarded the Medal
of Honor, and I was awarded the Silver Star for our actions
on June 5, 1951.

Silver Star Citation
First Lieutenant Blair J. Willard, 0489064, Infantry, United
States Army, Company I, 31st Infantry, distinguished himself

Willard receiving his
Silver Star.

by gallantry in action near
Hwachon, Korea, on 5 June
1951. On this date, Lieutenant
Willard was leading his platoon
in an attack on a well-defended
enemy hill when the commander
of the company was wounded
by enemy fire. Being the only
remaining officer, Lieutenant
Willard immediately assumed
command and directed the
company’s actions against the
enemy which had launched a
powerful counterattack. With
complete disregard for his
personal safety, he continually

exposed himself to the enemy small arms and mortar fire to
move from position to position, commanding the actions of
the defensive perimeter. The great personal example of
Lieutenant Willard encouraged the men and enabled the unit
to defend itself against repeated enemy attacks. The gallantry
displayed by Lieutenant Willard reflects great credit on
himself and is in keeping with the highest traditions of the
military service. Entered the military service from the State
of California.
[General Orders Number 374, 1 August 1951]

Editor’s note: Mr. Willard died in 2013, 12 years after
writing this, and this recollection was found by his son,
on a flash drive, in 2016.

How I Won The War
David Keefe

Part 4

Welcome back to more of my exploits while I served with
the 15th AAA AW Bn during the Korean War. This time I’ll
tell you about taking care of the enlisted men in my platoon.

Both of these incidents occurred during the winter or spring
of ’52-53 when our platoon was off of the front lines, getting
some rest. The first incident involved some illicit alcohol
that my men got a hold of that had been brewed on the sly by
some of the Koreans. They had all been warned to stay away
from the stuff, but they drank it anyway. I got an urgent radio
call to respond to one of the 6-man squads, so I got my driver
to drive me over there as quickly as possible.

Upon arrival I found 2 of the men were completely blind and
the other 4 were having visual problems. We put in an urgent
call to the medics and shortly a team of field doctors and
their support staff arrived and started treating them. Luckily,
within 3 days, they had all regained their sight and swore to
me that they would never do that again. I believed them -
they were pretty worried that they might be permanently blind.

The next incident involved an unannounced inspection of their
area. We were pulling temporary anti-aircraft duty, which
really meant we were doing nothing, and all that was really
required of them was to keep their equipment and encampment
area cleaned up. They all seemed to be pretty happy and
enjoying their non-combat assignment, but there was just
something that was a bit “off” in their behavior. I hung around
awhile, but still could find nothing wrong - that is until their
squad leader came up to me and said, “Lieutenant, I think
you may have missed something in the tent area.”

Now this was my best squad leader so I went back into one
of the tents and did a much more thorough inspection. I bent
down to look under one of the cots and what did I see but 2
moon-face Korean girls quietly snuggled up in blankets. It
seemed one of the ambulance drivers had a little business
going on the side where he would bring up girls from the
rear to provide a little “recreation” for the guys. I didn’t
make a big deal out of it, but I did insist they all visit the aid
station to get all possible treatment against any diseases that

Continued on Page 13
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7ID to Turn 100
Jerry Piller, Editor

The Division will be
celebrating its 100 th

anniversary in December of
2017. The Division was
activated on Dec. 6, 1917,
however the exact date for the
anniversary celebration has

not yet been set. But it’s not too
soon for you to be thinking about,

and planning to attend this auspicious event.

The Membership hasn’t shown enough interest in, nor
commitment for, a full-blown reunion in 2017, but that doesn’t
mean we can’t get a good group together to attend. The
Division wants the Association there, and hopes that we will
be able to have some Members present at the ceremony and
activities surrounding this event.

More exact details will be published in the Summer 2017
issue of The Hourglass, but now’s the time to start making
tentative plans to be there. Maybe, if we can get enough
interest and commitment generated this could become a fully-
fledged, organized Reunion!

Let’s make it happen!

The I.G. Inspection
Through my early experience with the overseas combat units,
I found that in the Army much can be had by barter, as was
portrayed on the M*A*S*H television series. I sometimes
wonder if the writers of that show somehow heard about our
escapades and incorporated them into their series.

When I became Div. Photo Section Chief we were using a
nearby stream to supply water for our film processing needs.
Using photo copies (easily made in our dark room) of pin-up
women popular at that time, Betty Grable, Lana Turner, etc.,
as trading material with the motor pool people, I acquired a
water trailer and ¾-ton truck to tow it, which made film
processing much easier and better. Both were written off as
“Korean combat losses” (KCL). This was for the exclusive
use of our 21-man Photo Section and we used it for bathing
and other toiletry uses as well. It was far better than the
nearby trickling stream that would freeze up in the winter
and harbored who knew what strange bacteria. I also
“arranged” for another Jeep for our unit in the same fashion,
so that we could deploy more photographers simultaneously
when necessary.

Having made certain connections at Division HQ, we would
be warned in advance of a pending I.G. Inspection (normally
unannounced), and would then hook up the illegal trailer to
the equally illegal ¾-ton truck and send them, along with the
“extra” Jeep, down the road and out of view until all was
clear again.

Our photo unit had a very large stainless steel pot-like
container and a long-shafted electric mixer meant for mixing
developing chemicals. By trading pin-ups with our
commissary connections, we periodically “acquired” large
tubs of ice cream and powdered milk “surplussed” from the
Officer’s mess. We would churn this into malts, which were
a welcome addition in the hot summer months.

Sometime early in 1954, the Army began changing uniforms
from the WWII-era olive drab to a new green color. The
Quartermaster was instructed to issue them first to the officers
and then have them eventually trickle down to the ranks of
the enlisted men.

Yes, we also had friends there. As a result, our Photo Section
had them before our officers. When questioned one day as to
how that happened, I professed ignorance stating that I didn’t
know, but I had just accepted and distributed them when
delivered.

I am now convinced that the M*A*S*H writers were taking
notes, because we were also the recipients of bottles of
American booze on a somewhat regular basis, from a source
attached to the 7th Division. Perhaps that is a story for another
day.

Sam Rosenfeld
6570 Kelvin Ave.

Canoga Park, CA 91306Continued next column...

"I.G. Inspection" continued
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My Time in the 7th
 Dan McPharlin

Activities in the DMZ, 1968-69
Here are some more of my Korean DMZ experiences from
1968-69, when I served with the 1st Bn, 31st Inf, 7ID.

On the night of 05Oct68, one of the stakeout squads inside the
DMZ was attacked by North Koreans. We were ordered to
take two machinegun jeeps and escort a field ambulance to
where the wounded could be picked up.
Armored personnel carriers had been
dispatched ahead of us to bulldoze
their way through the woods to the
squad’s position.

McPharlin and his
trusty M-14 ready
for patrol.

An APC, sometimes used as an
ambulance inside the barrier fence. The APCs had

brought the wounded
to the roadside and two men carried a stretcher to our field
ambulance, placing him inside. I could see the medic performing
CPR before the doors closed and we started the 3 miles back
to the medical facilities at Camp Matta.All three of us sped to
the camp as fast as possible, where the ambulance pulled up
to the medical building and the wounded man was taken inside.
We learned later that night that Sp4 Stephen Nassani had died
of a grenade fragment in his heart.

A patrol  passing the
barrier fence.

During the day 31Dec68, I was
ordered to  drive a 106mm
recoilless rifle jeep and gunner to
the barrier fence at the DMZ. We
left Camp Matta in late afternoon
and drove the 3 miles to the fence
and parked on a hill overlooking
the DMZ. Our orders were to stay there all night and return to
camp the next morning. We were wearing winter OG fatigues,
which are made of thick wool, and our hooded winter jackets,
gloves, and insulated boots. Once it had been dark for a few
hours, a thin frost started forming on the gun barrel. By morning

the frost was at least one-quarter inch thick on the barrel.
This jeep had no windshield so the ride back was very

McPharlin bundled up
for the cold.

cold with the wind chill. I
drove slowly so we would not
get frostbite on our faces and
stopped a few times to warm
up. This was my benchmark for
being cold when driving a jeep
in Korea.

On 04Jan69, our convoy
returned from a six-month DMZ tour to Camp Casey. We
settled down to the routine of daily camp life until early
March, when we participated in the Focus Retina field
exercise for a week, which was done as a show of force to
North Korea. During this exercise, 700 troops of the 82nd

Airborne Division were flown 8,500 miles from Ft. Bragg,
NC to parachute drop zones near Seoul, but heavy snow
storms delayed the drop by a day. I remember the 82nd men
had only summer field jackets. At dusk we saw quite a few

Troops participating in the Focus
Retina exercise.

small fires with
Airborne men
huddled around
them, trying to keep
warm. We had
insulated mummy-
style sleeping bags
and slept on the
ground. In the
morning, when I unzipped my sleeping bag there was ice
on the outside where I'd been breathing.

A deuce-and-a-half  headed
to one of the OPs inside the
barrier fence.

When the airborne drop
was made, our C-rations
ended up in water
somehow so they had to be
fished out which caused a
long delay in our getting
them. The morning after
the drop, we waited for
our day’s C-rat ion
allotment, which did not
arrive as expected. About 1000 hours, a jeep came by and
we asked the driver when the food would come, but he did
not know. It was approaching dusk when a “deuce and a
half” truck stopped and threw us breakfast, lunch, and dinner
in wet C-ration boxes. We devoured them!
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From Your Treasurer Operating Statement

Doug Halbert

Treasurer & Roster Manager

This summer has been very slow. We picked up 7 new
members - 4 veterans, 1 Descendant of a member and 2 Active
Duty. At the same time, we lost 5 members to the Grim Reaper
so our roster has just broken even.

I encourage all members to keep looking for members. I tried
to get the VFW Commander-in-Chief, John A. Biedrzycki
Jr., to renew his membership in the Association but he never
responded to my inquiries. He belonged in 2000 but allowed
his membership to lapse. With him writing articles in the
VFW magazine complaining about VFW members not
supporting the organization, I thought I might remind him that
he needed to support the 7th IDA. My plea fell on deaf ears.

On the brighter side, our finances appear to be on target. We
have almost $27,000.00 in the bank which will support The
Hourglass until the next dues cycle begins next July.

While we are not planning a reunion in 2017, there is the
probability that the Division will be organizing a big 100th

anniversary function in December 2017. I encourage all
members to give thought to possibly attending that event and
show our support for the active duty members of the Division.

I know Tacoma, WA is a long trip for those of us who live on
the east coast, but this is going to be a once in a lifetime
event. If there is any way I can make the trip, I will do it. I
hope others will consider joining those of us who are able to
make the trip on our own.

1/1/2016 through 3/31/2016 (Cash Basis)
INCOME

Donations Received
Dues Assistance 50.00
UNARx Plan 92.00

Total Donations Received 142.00
Dues Income 110.00

2015-17 965.86
2017-19 285.00
Special 10.00

Total Dues Income 1,370.86
Quartermaster Sales 1,858.86
TOTAL INCOME 3,371.72

EXPENSES
Hourglass

Distribution 708.17
Postage 65.94
Production 4,968.00

Total Hourglass 5,742.11

License and Permits 20.00
Postage:Treasurer 53.76

Total Postage 53.76

Quartermaster
Inventory Purchases 909.71
Postage 151.62

Total Quartermaster 1,061.33
TOTAL EXPENSES 6,877.20
Operating Loss -3,505.48

Balance Sheet - As of 9/30/2016
ASSETS
Bank Accounts

Bank of America - 33409918020  $ 26,708.14
TOTAL Bank Accounts $ 26,708.14
Cash Accounts

Petty Cash - Quartermaster $      300.00
TOTAL Cash Accounts $      300.00
Credit Card Accounts

B of A Corporate Credit Card $      -22.62
TOTAL Credit Card Accounts                  $      -22.62
LIABILITIES
Liability Accounts

Pending Reimbursement $         0.00
TOTAL Liability Accounts $         0.00
OVERALL TOTAL $ 26,985.52

"How I Won The War" from Page 9
they may have contracted. They all assured me it wouldn’t
happen again, but I took their assurances with a big grain of
salt.

They certainly were not as concerned about a “disease” as
they had been about going blind.

David Keefe
PO Box 4820

Saratoga Spgs, NY  12866
<dkpvny@gmail.com>
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For Country - My Little Bit
In 2015, member Donald Bartling published a book of his
experiences in Korea during the Korean War. It is titled For
Country - My Little Bit. He was drafted in January 1951
and went on to serve in Korea with the 31st Inf Rgt, reaching
the rank of Sergeant First Class before returning Stateside in
1952.

One excerpt of interest is the Army’s explanation concerning
the low pay of soldiers as compared to civilians. In Armed
Forces Talk 231 it
says, “The private
gets a base pay of $75
per month. The
average civilian gets
$213 per month. But
the civilian spends
$196 (92%) of his
pay for essentials,
while the serviceman
only spends $27
(36%) of his pay for
essentials. As a result
the civilian can save
$17 of his $213,
while the serviceman
can save $48 of his
$75.”

The author recounts many incidents that he was involved in,
from his induction up until he was discharged. It is a quick,
interesting read and can be purchased from Xlibris by
contacting them at (888) 795-4274 or Orders@Xlibris.com.

Infantry Combat Soldiers
Jerry Piller, Editor

Commanding General of the 8th Army and his Command
Sergeant Major it was translated into English and has since
been read by many 2nd Inf Div soldiers stationed in Korea.

SOK was a KATUSA (Korean Augmentation to the US Army)
who ended up being assigned to the 2nd Bn, 31st Inf Rgt, 7th

Inf Div. He served with them for 2 years, until he was
wounded by a fragmentation grenade. In the book he recounts
his experiences from the moment he hopped on to a Korean
Army Jeep to enlist, went through training in Japan, and then
his experiences as an Infantryman in the Korean War.

Copies of the book were sent to President Obama, MG
Thomas James (7ID CG), and our Association.

For those interested in contacting him, SOK currently resides
in Korea and his contact information is:

SOK Chong Nae
Kyung Nam Apt #507
Kagok-Dong,
Miryang, Kyung Nam
SOUTH KOREA

Phone: 011 8210 6825 1375
Fax: 011 8255 352 3522

The Korean War Remembered
Jerry Piller, Editor

Recently three of our Members published books about their
participation in the Korean War, each from a different
perspective. They are all easy reads, so if you get a chance
pick up a copy, perhaps from your local library, through their
publishers or, most likely, by doing an Internet search.
Here are some quick introductions to our Member author's
new publications.

In 2014, 7IDA
member SOK
Chong, published a
book, Infantry
Combat Soldiers: A
K A T U S A ’ s
Memoirs of the
Korean War. The
book was written so
that the Korean
children of today
would know how the
American soldiers
fought for them in the
Korean War. It was
originally written in
Korean, but after it
was read by the
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Combat Veterans' Stories
Norman Black

I recently published two volumes of interviews with combat
veterans of the Korean War. Combat Veterans Stories of the
Korean War contains stories of men that fought in that war.
There are 35 autobiographical stories that tell briefly about
each man’s pre- and post-military life, in addition to his
military experiences. The stories span initial combat at Kum
River, to the Perimeter, Chosin Reservoir, central Korea,
and the Main Line of Resistance. They give readers an
understanding of what draftees, volunteers, and professional
military men experienced in the Korean War.

It also contains an
account of the POW
experience, told by a
U.S. Army doctor
who spent  three
years as a POW. He
tells, in his own
words, about what
prisoners of the
North Koreans and
the Chinese
experienced.

Available online through Amazon, Kindle and Audible, you
can also reach me at <npblack2003@yahoo.com>.

How I Won The War
Chunky Sims

Korea - Part 1
Until about 4 years ago I didn’t talk
about my Korean War service at all - I
just “lived with it.” Over the years I had
told a few “war stories” but I could
never tell anyone of the horrible things
lurking in my memory. But I have a

relative who asked just the right question and it led me to
write down all my experiences - good and bad. So here
goes…

Arrival In Korea and SGT Murphy, 1953
I arrived in Korea, from Japan, in mid-January or early
February. We arrived in Inchon about noon after an overnight
trip by ship. It took quite a while to get off the ship via high
arcing, movable walkways (used due to high tide). We
boarded a train and headed inland. We were given C-rations
before boarding the train and, as the train was slowly leaving
Inchon, small kids were running alongside begging. They got
my C-rations and, I believe, about everyone else’s.

After about three days, we arrived in the rear of the 7ID, to
be assigned to our units. This area was where replacements
to the units got acquainted with each other, got weapons
issued, played poker and shot dice. I ended up with the 3rd

platoon, Co E (“Easy Company”), 31st Inf Rgt, 7th Inf
Div.

It was still pretty cold, and snowed the first day. Our tents,
with kerosene heaters, were located near a battery of heavy
artillery. It started firing during the night, and I was still
hearing this well into the 1960’s. I also remember the sound
of .30-cal machine guns firing - this woke me up for years.

This is where I met SGT Murphy, an African-American, with
a very good record. His desk was in an old shed, and he was
interviewing the incoming personnel. When I sat down at his
desk, I noticed his hands had been bandaged with a light
covering of gauze. I learned later that, during a battle shortly
before, he had picked up a .30-caliber machine gun bare-
handed and cleared a trench of Chinese. He had been sent
for treatment and volunteered to return to his unit.

Continued on Page 16

A US Navy battleship shells Okinawa during the invasion
of the island in Apr-Jun 1945. Also in the photo are
what appear to be 2 American PC-class patrol ships.
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QM's Corner

Recently I totaled the merchandise orders from April’15 thru
August’16 and found that 124 packages were shipped in this
time period. Keep those orders coming!

I also delivered two of our new shirts to a member who
lives across town who was going to attend a Regimental
reunion at Ft. Drum, NY. He, and his friend, wanted to wear
their shirts to the meeting. Another member ordered the
newest shirt to wear at a veteran’s group gathering and when
his buddy saw it, he wanted one too, so he ordered another
one for him. Now there are four more Association shirts
being shown publicly to spread the word of our organization
to other 7th Infantry Division veterans.

My wife and I have been taking excess copies of The
Hourglass newsletter to the California Veterans Home in
Yountville and the men there have been glad to get them.

When you order by mail please include your phone number
or eMail address so that if I have a question about the
merchandise I will be able to contact you in a timely fashion.
We are not set up to take credit card orders over the phone,
but if you tell me what you want I can ship it to you the same
time you are sending me a check to speed things up a bit.

I have about 44 of the medium grey shirts left and they are $5
in price. Possibly the grandchildren would like to wear a
shirt like Grampa’s showing his Army service. These are
quality shirts that can be worn with pride. Orders for these
shirts will have to be by mail or over the phone and payable
by check because our PayPal is not set up for this purchase.
If you have any questions or concerns about the merchandise
feel free to contact me about it. I am in the Pacific Time zone
here in California which is a 3-hour time difference from
Eastern Time.

Have a Merry Christmas!

Dan McPharlin

Quartermaster
102 Danvers Court

Oakley, CA 94561-5047
Tel: (925) 308-4337

eMail: <qm@7ida.us>

After a couple of days, we started the necessary training for
trench fighting. The hand grenade we had was good and had
a 4-second fuse. You pulled the pin, and let the handle fly.
You then had 4 seconds before it exploded. SGT Murphy,
and other NCOs with experience showed how, in the trenches
you might be only 10-12 feet from the enemy. With a 4 second
delay you could throw a grenade and they could toss it back!
We learned to pull the pin, flip the handle, and wait a couple
of seconds, then throw the grenade. We got pretty good at it
and nobody was ever hurt.

Another thing that was stressed was how the Chinese used
“satchel charges” - 12 or 15 lbs. of explosives. If you were
in the trenches or an outpost and were attacked, the first
thing that happened was a heavy artillery barrage – both
Chinese and American. You had to get into a bunker or under
cover to escape it. The Chinese would follow their artillery
by either tossing a satchel-charge into a bunker, or running
into the bunker and detonate it. This was a pretty common
thing so we trained to watch for it. I don’t remember how
long we were in this place.

Milford “Chunky” Sims
SGT, 3rd Pltn, Co E, 31st Inf Rgt, 7th Inf Div

4616 Park Manor Dr. #1
Holladay, UT  84117

801-582-0717

Editor’s note: More of Mr. Sims' stories will appear
over the next few issues. As some are longer than others
it makes the most sense that they be run in chronological
order. The next installment will be about Pork Chop Hill.

"Sims" Continued from Page 15

Two Mk 2
hand grenades
worn on the
flak jacket in
the movie
Pork Chop
Hill. This is
the type of
g r e n a d e
referenced in
the article
above.
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Military Belt
Black web belt with brass
military 7 th Inf. Div. belt
buckle.
$15.00 each

Unit Pins
The authorized 7th ID unit
pins. One for each epaulet.
$7.00 each

Hat Pins
$5.00 each

http://7ida.us/

Dog Tag Key Ring
$9.00 each

Round Key Ring
$9.00 each7th IDA Tie Bar

$9.00 each

Lapel Pin
$7.00 each

7th IDA License Plate Holder

1 .......... $ 7.00
2 .......... $11.00
3 .......... $15.00

4 .......... $19.00
5 .......... $23.00
6 .......... $27.00

Pricing

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

17th Infantry
Regiment

31st Infantry
Regiment

Car Window Decal
2¾" diameter.
$3.50 each

7th IDA Insignia Decal
4½" diameter
$4.00 each

Crests $7.00 each
32nd Infantry

Regiment

The Quartermaster’s StoreThe Quartermaster’s Store

7th IDA Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each
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Packing & shipping included. State color & size choices.
Make check, for the total cost of your order payable to:

“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:

7th Infantry Division Association
Dan McPharlin, Quartermaster

102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047

Tel: (925) 308-4337
<qm@7ida.us>

7th IDA T-shirts
Black only
M, L, XL or XXL
Call QM for available sizes.
$20.00 each

While they last, gray T-
shirts, M only
$5.00 each

1952 Yearbook
History of the 7th Div in Korea,
Published by the 7ID Public
Information Office with photos
by the 7th Signal Co. and the US
Army Signal Corps.

1954 Yearbook
300 pages of photos and text
originally printed by Division
Command.

Association Publications
"The Hourglass" 1946 - 2011
plus
Yearbooks for 1974, 1977,
1981, 1985, 1991 & 1995.

Hourglass Patch
$6.50 each

7th ID Historical CDs
In FREE Adobe Reader PDF format.
$9.00 each

NEW!

7th ID “Hourglass” cap,
one size fits all. Available in
black only.

$14.00 each

Caps
The official Association “bill cap”,
one size fits all. Available in red,
black or white.
State color preference.
$14.00 each

7th IDA Souvenir Brass Coin
7th Inf. Div. (light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.
$3.00 each

7th IDA Patch
$5.00 each

7th IDA Challenge Coin
1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces. Obverse is red, white and
black enamel w/clear epoxy coating. Reverse is red, black
and bronze.

10.00 each
2 for $18.00
5 for $40.00

special
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Seeing Red
Bob Johnson
<rjohnson713e@optonline.net>

16th CAB Soldier Becomes 1st

Female to Re-enlist as 19D
CPT Brian Harris, 16th Combat Aviation Brigade

SGT Kayci Landes, an attack helicopter repairer
assigned to the 16 th Combat Avn Bde, 7ID, is
congratulated by COL William A. Ryan, the 16th CAB
commander, following her re-enlistment ceremony on
04May16. Photo: CPT Brian Harris.

SGT Kayci Landes, assigned to the 16th Combat Avn Bde,
7th Inf Div, became the first female to re-enlist for the military
occupational specialty 19D, cavalry scout. She has been in
the Army for five years, and deployed to Afghanistan in 2012.
She started her cavalry scout training in October.

I like a challenge,” said Landes. “I enjoy spending time in
the field. The fact that they spend a lot of time in the field
doesn’t bother me. I do enjoy the dirty part of the Army, even
though I haven’t had as much time doing that.”

Landes is married to a soldier assigned to the 1st Stryker
Bde and has four children, including a 10-month-old infant.
She is not worried about this change affecting her children
because they have grown accustomed to the challenges of
life as an Army family.

The Army announced its implementation plan to integrate
women into all MOSs in March. New policies allow all
Soldiers to serve in any occupational specialty based on
their individual capabilities and the needs of the Army.

Rising Thunder Snipers
SGT Quanesha Deloach, 5th Mobile Public Affairs
Detachment

Soldiers with the 2nd Bn, 1st Inf Rgt,
2-2 Stryker Bde Combat Team, 7ID
work as a team to acquire a target
at Yakima Training Center, WA.

Rising Thunder is
an annual bilateral
exercise between
the US Army and
Japan’s Ground
S e l f - D e f e n s e
Forces. Training
between the two
nations will
continue at the Yama
Sakura exercise in
Japan this winter.

Part of this exercise included snipers from the 2nd Bn, 1st Inf
Rgt, 2-2 Stryker Bde Combat Team and the 12th Rgt of the
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force bringing long-ranged
thunder to Yakima Training Center, WA, on 09Sep16.

Snipers started by zeroing their rifles on top of a building at
an urban assault course. Then the Japanese snipers observed
US snipers hitting targets over 900 meters away. “I’m learning
everything for the first time, including working with the US
Soldiers,” said SGT Yuichi Yuasa, a sniper from 12th Rgt,
JGSDF. Yuasa said the new experience has given him a
different perspective on what it means to shoot at different
distances, “This was a great opportunity. I’ve never shot my
rifle off of a building from a distance,” Yuasa said.

Late 1959, or early 1960, the Commanding General of the
7th Inf Div was MG Teddy Sanford.

He found out the 1st Cavalry Div
had a skydiving club and wanted

to know why the 7th Div didn’t.
So, one was formed and we
trained indoors at the 31st

Infantry’s gym.

This is the patch from my jump suit.
I think the colors may have run. I don’t

remember it being all red.

Do any other Members remember this club?
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My Time in the 7th
The DMZ, 1969

Douglas Kalicki

Kalicki holding the 1/31 Hq Co
guidon at Cp Matta.

I volunteered for
the draft in Oct’68
and was called up
on 13Nov68. I was
sent to Ft. Dix, NJ
for Basic Training,
assigned to Co E, 5th

Bn, 2nd Bde (E-5-2).
After Basic, I was
assigned to C-3-1
for my Advanced
Individual Training
(AIT). At our first
formation, we were
told that we would
be going to Vietnam,

as a Company, from Ft. Dix. We trained in cold weather and
heavy snowfalls for Vietnam - which made no sense to all of
us in C-3-1.

I was on KP duty after the noon meal when one of my friends
came running in to the Mess Hall and told me we all had
new orders. The Mess Sergeant was standing there and told
me that I could go check. I went out to the board to check and
found out that the North Koreans had shot down one of our
planes and all of our orders had been modified. If your last
name started A-K, you were going to Korea. L-P were going
to Viet Nam. Q-Z were staying stateside or going to Germany.
Now all that training in the snow made sense!

We had some leave time after AIT so I went back to western
New York to spend time with my wife and parents. They
took me to the Buffalo airport where I caught flights to Seattle-
Tacoma airport. I was then flown by chartered commercial
airlines from Ft. Lewis, WA to Kimpo Air Base in South
Korea in Apr’69. As we were coming in for the landing at
Kimpo, we saw quad .50-cal emplacements and armed South
Korean soldiers which made us all wonder what the hell
this place was!

 After landing at Kimpo, we were marched in formation into
a hanger-type facility where we were all given orders to go

behind a screen and drop our pants where a medic gave each
of us 2 shots in the backside of what, we were told, was
gamoglobin shots for the prevention of hepatitis. We were
then bused to a Reception Center where we were fed, allowed
to take showers, and given a small tube of some type of
paste and toothbrush and instructions to brush our teeth and
gums until the tube was all gone.

I do not remember if it was the same day or the next, but I
was assigned to the 7th Inf Div Replacement Center at Cp
Casey, Korea. We were loaded on to military buses and
hauled north to Cp Casey. On the way to Cp Casey we saw a
businessman in a suit walk to the edge of the sidewalk and
piss in the street! We all laughed at this. Further along the
road, we saw a man riding a bicycle with a huge pig strapped
to the back of it! Those who had cameras started snapping
pictures left and right. When we arrived at Cp Casey, we
were marched in to a gymnasium-type building and given
instructions to make ourselves comfortable. We were fed
and then bedded down for the night in the gymnasium.

The next morning, we were formed up in to ranks and told
that if any of us wanted to extend our tour of duty until we
had less than 150 days of active duty left, we would get an
“early out” rather than be assigned to a stateside post. Several
of us stepped forward and extended. Our names were then
called out and we received our orders for assignments to the
different outfits. Three of us were trucked out to the 1st Bn,
31st Inf Rgt stationed at Camp Casey. PFC Robbie M. Hyde,
PVT Mack Stewart, and I were assigned to HQ Co. Since
Robbie and I had attended college, we were assigned to the
Orderly Room as replacements for SGT William Smith and
Sp5 Rock Albers. PVT Stewart was given the choice of
being the Company Commander’s driver or serving in one
of the platoons. He chose to be the driver.

From Apr’69 until sometime in May’69, we were stationed
at Camp Casey. Robbie and I learned to take over the jobs
that we were assigned to by First Sergeant Richard B.
Alford. One of my duties was to teach “Korean Spoken
English Classes” to our KATUSA contingent. I had no
knowledge of the Korean language and was lost until the
first class when, I found out, I was teaching them English
words of a military nature.

More of my adventures in Korea will appear in future editions
of The Hourglass.
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How I Won The War
Frank Matsuoka

Okinawa Secured
I served with the Recon & Intelligence platoon, 184th Inf
Rgt, 7th Inf Div on Leyte from Oct’44-Mar’45 and, in
Apr’45, I was involved in the invasion of Okinawa, serving
there until Aug’45.

7ID troops headed ashore in LVT
Amtraks during the invasion of
Okinawa.

After the atom
bomb was
dropped on
Japan, we used
our portable
public address
system to urge the
Japanese troops
still alive on
Okinawa to
surrender. Our
broadcasts over
the public address
system had failed to get these troops to surrender, so we
went out looking for them. I and some other linguists
volunteered to go out and look for Japanese troops in order
to get them to surrender.

We went out, unarmed, towards an enemy position and, after
about 75 yards, we were surrounded by hostile Japanese
troops. We offered to prove to them that their Emperor had
surrendered, and we took one of them to our communications
center where he heard the Emperor’s surrender speech. The
next day, after hearing it for himself, he was convinced it
was true and we took him back to his unit, where he reported
this information to his commander.

7 Japanese troops after their surrender.

The following
day more than
600 Japanese
troops and
c i v i l i a n s
surrendered to
us. For this we
were awarded
the Silver Star.

Japanese troops
and Okinowan
civi l ians after
surrendering.

Japanese
troops after

their
surrender on

Okinawa.

7ID troops
rounding up
Japanese
troops during
mop up
operations.

A US soldier
searches a

Japanese
soldier.

Frank Masuoka
CPT, US Army (Ret)

623 44th Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94121

<fym.vjm49@att.net>
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The General's Mess
Sp4 Joseph Hofbauer arrived in
Korea in 1958 and left in early 1960.
After arriving at Camp Casey he was
assigned as a photographer in the 7ID
Public Information Office and
Commanding General’s photographer,
serving both MG Sandford and MG
Pachler.

Here Hofbauer shares some scenes from inside the General's
Mess, a place most Division troops rarely, if ever, actually
visited.

MG Teddy Hollis Sandford and his staff.
Above and below - the lounge at the General’s Mess
where the officers gathered for a few drinks after the
meal to talk over the day’s events

A normal gathering for dinner. MG Sandford is seated
fifth from right.

Several times a week officers would gather at the
General’s Mess.
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MG Sandford and Sp4
Hofbauer standing tall
in the General’s Mess.

Maggie Cassidy, CPT Black and an unidentified piano
player carousing at the General’s Mess.

GEN McGruder and his wife enjoy lunch outside at the
General’s Mess during a visit to Camp Casey.

Joseph Hofbauer can be
contacted at

<jgvh36@yahoo.com>.

BG Sanders and MG Pachler talk things over at one
of the many officer gatherings at the General’s Mess.

MG Sanford & MG Pachler just prior to a change of
command ceremony. The 7ID band on the parade field at Camp Casey.
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Cornelius in Alaska 1943-45
Tech-5 William R. Cornelius served with the US Army Signal
Corps in Alaska from 1943-45 participating in the battles on
Attu, Kiska and the occupation of Adak.  Although his unit
patch was that of the US Army Alaskan Command, he served
alongside the 7th Inf Div. and took hundreds of photos.

After his death, his extended family gained possession of his
treasure-trove of photos. They wanted to donate them to an
organization that would preserve them so his niece, Diane
Crawford, sent them to the 7IDA.

The contents of a large album and many loose photos, together
totaling more than 600 photographs, were scanned. Although
very few of them were captioned, they hardly require it.

Here are some of the photos he took:

A formal portrait of T/3
Cornelius.

The Alaskan Command unit patch.

A group shot of the commo section, Cornelius
is in the back row, far right.

Now T/4, Cornelius is seen hangin’ out at the NCO club.

Cornelius and another lineman
working inside a protective tent.

Happy GIs & USO ladies in line for refreshments.
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Having a good time with the gang in the NCO club.
Cornelius is 2nd from the right.

Let's not forget - this is Alaska. That means cold-weather
gear for the pipe smoker, and giant icicles hanging
from the eaves of the barracks.

An early 1940s street scene in Anchorage, AK.

A pensive Cornelius.
Another view of his
bunk. Well-prepared it
seems - lots of pinups,
and his rifle.

Cornelius sitting
on his bunk writing

a letter home.
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Editor’s Perspective

The search (Sum’15 p21) for those who were awarded the
Bayonet Badge turned up more than 425 7ID veterans who
hold the award. This is only a small fraction of those who
got the Badge over the years, but it was a good start. The
7ID is going to include their names on the roster of Bayonet
Badge awardees on display at Division HQ at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord.

I know we are all concerned with our dwindling membership,
but national organizations like the VFW and American Legion
are losing members too. The VFW once had a membership
of almost 2 million, but has lost a third of that over the past
20 years. The American Legion once had over 3 million
members, but is now down to about 2 million. Large numbers,
true, but in a steady decline. We are not alone.

It seems I have been a bit remiss about letting you all know
my phone number in the event you would like to contact me.
It is (808) 268-9621. Just remember, Hawaii is 5 or 6 hours
behind the east coast, and 2 or 3 hours behind the west coast.

It seems that suddenly everyone wants to share their
experiences of “How I Won the War” and I got more input
than we are able to fit in this one issue. Some of your
experiences were so extensive that they will have to be
published over a period of time because they were so large.
As an editor, that’s a nice “problem” to have, actually. I’m
not complaining, so please keep your stories coming!

I hope you all have a wonderful holiday season - a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year! See you again in June.

16th CAB hosts Vietnam Veterans
at JBLM

CPT Brian Harris, 16th Combat Aviation Bde

The 16th Combat Avn Bde hosted a group of Vietnam aviators
for a presentation on modern Army aviation, tours of an AH-
64 Apache and UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters, and lunch
with junior Soldiers at JBLM on 20May16.

The Angry Skipper Association is a group of Vietnam
veterans who served with Delta Co, 2nd Bn, 8th Cavalry Rgt,
1st Cavalry Div (Airmobile). They include pilots, crew chiefs
and maintainers who come together annually for a reunion.
During their visit to JBLM, the Angry Skipper members were
reacquainted with a place where many of them attended Basic
Combat Training over 50 years ago.

 LTC Robert Bryant, 2nd Bn, 158th Avn Rgt commander,
talks to retired MG John A. Hemphill, a 7IDA member, next
to a UH-60 Blackhawk.
The group started their visit with a briefing on modern Army
aviation from COL William Ryan, 16th CAB commander.
Ryan discussed the legacy the Veterans left on Army aviation,
and how modern operations differ from those in Vietnam.
Following the briefing, the group was able to get a hands-on
tour of Apache and Black Hawk helicopters, and to talk to
current pilots and crew chiefs.

Before leaving for the day, the Veterans enjoyed a lunch at
JBLM’s Courage Inn Dining Facility with junior Soldiers
from 16th CAB. The young Soldiers shared their experience,
and listened to stories from the Veterans that took place
decades before many of them were born.

Jerry Piller
Hourglass Editor

<hourglass@7ida.us>
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Officers
Name Office Term
Richard A. Patterson President 2015-2017
Ronald R. Levendoski Vice President 2015-2017
Vacant Executive Secretary
Douglas J. Halbert Treasurer 2005-2017
Daniel J. McPharlin Quartermaster 2013-2017
Jerry Piller Hourglass Editor 2009-2017

Governors
George Boggs, Sr. 2007-2019 Henry E. Mills  2013-2019
Richard Hazelmyer 2005-2017 Vilas “Sid” Morris  2007-2019
Ken Mattingly 2009-2017 Richard Steinmetz  2005-2017

7th IDA Booster Club
Winter 2016

Membership Status
Wednesday, October 5th, 2016

Recruiting Honor Roll
Winter 2016

2017 382
2019   24
2021     1
2023     2
2025     1
2027     2

Associate 62
Complimentary   1
Courtesy   3
Honorary   2
Special   8

Total Members in Good Standing - 488

Submitted by:
Web Site 4
Doug Halbert 2
Eugene Clark 1

Lou A. Drastal
Leroy K. Humes

7th IDA Governing Council

Army Losing Strength
Sadly, the Army’s manpower is slowly being reduced
and the consequences of that are yet to be seen. The
1993 targeted strength was 495,000 troops and that was
increased to 520,000 in 2012. But the target for 2014
was only 440,000. That figure has not been reached to
date, and the current Army stands at about 475,000.

Congress and the president have tasked the Army with
responsibilities that Army Chief of Staff GEN Mark
Milley estimates will require a strength of 1.2 million
troops…725,000 more than Congress wants to fund. The
“old days” of having the capability to wage 2 full-scale
wars simultaneously are long gone…it would take 40%
of the current Army just to contain a full-scale engagement
with North Korea.

Based on an article in The American Legion Magazine,
August 2016

Four generous members made contributions to the
Booster Club during this period for a total of $95.00.

Thank you!

Daniel L. Marshall
Peter D. Wallace

Total New Members   7
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Organization
 Name Address City, State, ZIP     Phone Co/Batt
17th Infantry Regiment
Hehman, Larry W. 204 Wind Ridge Cove Georgetown, TX 78628 (512) 863-3685 H

2nd Brigade
Marshall, Daniel L. 3125 N Chellington Dr Johnsburg, IL 60051 (815) 344-8674 HHC

31st Infantry Regiment
Callari, John 65-36 181 St Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 (718) 939-2563 A

707th Ordnance Maint.
Post, II, Jack C. 1514½ 9th St Rapid City, SD 57701 (605) 218-0619 D

7th Military Police Co.
Goldsmith, Daniel J. PO Box 4245 Riverside, CA 92514 (951) 780-5736 7th MP

Division Headquarters
Risley, Travis W. 10212 Night Hawk Ave. JBLM, WA 98433 (931) 217-5663 HHC

Sawyer, Nathan R. 12205 Morris Rd. SE Yelm, WA 98597

Total New Members - 7

New Member List

Koreans Return Chinese War Dead
Shane Hahm
In 2014 the bodies of 437 Chinese soldiers who fought in the
Korean War were returned home from South Korea. The
remains had been interred in a cemetery at Paju, ROK, which
is reserved for enemy troops, for more than six decades.

South Korea painstakingly unearthed the bodies and prepared
them for their return to China. They were carefully wrapped
and placed into traditional Chinese coffins. In past instances,

Korea exhumes Chinese war dead at
the Paju cemetery.

The coffins arrive in Beijing.

the bodies were
returned over
the inter-
Korean border
at Panmunjom,
into the control
of the North
Koreans.

This time,
however, the
bodies were
flown directly

to China. Experts say this gesture symbolizes a new era of
bilateral relations between Seoul and Beijing. During the
Korean War China and South Korea were enemies, but now

they are able to work together, and these fallen Chinese war
veterans can finally rest in peace.

South Korea
has returned
the remains of
Chinese
soldiers
before in the
1980s and
1997, but no
repatriations
had occurred
since then.
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Today's 7ID

Today’s 7ID

CSM's Column
CSM Jack H. Love, 7ID Command Sergeant Major

Task Force Bayonet Maintains Its Readiness

In this issue, I want to highlight
just some of the complex training
and leader development that has
taken place.

1st Bde, 2nd Inf Div
The 1st Bde, 2nd ID “Ghost”
Soldiers recently participated in
a combat-focused physical
training session with 28

congressional staff delegates. Various pieces of military
equipment were on display in order to provide the delegates
with an up-close view of the Army’s capabilities.

1st Bde Soldiers are also serving as observer-controllers in
Alaska, in support of Cadet Summer Training at Fort Knox,
KY, and at the Yakima Training Complex.

2nd Bde, 2nd Inf Div
The 2nd Bde, 2nd ID Lancers continue the joint technical
inspections for the fielding of the Double V-Hull Stryker

16th Combat Aviation Brigade
16th CAB “Raptor” Soldiers continue building readiness
through multi-echelon aviation training and continued
operational planning at Fort Leavenworth, KS, in conjunction
with Soldiers of the 28th ID. They trained on their M4
carbines and M9 pistols and the AH-64 Apache attack
helicopter flight simulator.

Individual aviator training continues across the brigade, as
well as concluding the latest iteration of the Raptor Academy.
Company Field Training Exercises continue to focus on
maintaining their basic shoot, move, communicate, medicate
skills.

17th FA Field Artillery Brigade
The 17th FAB “Thunderbolt” Soldiers proudly represented
Task Force Bayonet and JBLM as they marched in the annual
Capital Lake Fair Parade.

The Dragon Slayers conducted counter-improvised explosive
device training. Soldiers attended the annual M142 High
Mobility Artillery Rocket System Stakeholder’s Conference
hosted by the 11th USMC Rgt in San Diego.

201st Expeditionary-Military Intelligence Brigade
The 201st EMI Brigade Soldiers continued mission support
to the 36th ID during their deployment. They conducted a
week-long field training exercise focusing on military
occupational specialty specific training, tactical operations
center battle drills, and land navigation. And Soldiers are
currently conducting active investigations and conducting day
and night airborne operations.

555th Engineer Brigade
555th Eng Bde Soldiers recently conducted a Gap Crossing
Leader Professional Development at YTC and platoon
external evaluations for the 571st Sapper Co. A squad from
the 570th Sapper Co competed, and won, the Task Force
Bayonet Best Squad Competition this quarter.

A Double V-hull Stryker vehicle.

vehicle. Gunnery,
live-fire preparation
and execution are
on-going and
Soldiers are
currently on the
Pacific Pathways
rotation.

Lancer Soldiers
continue with
company field training and live-fire exercises at the Yakima
Training Center with a focus on constructing an anti-tank
ditch, vehicular and individual fighting positions, berm walls
and improved combat skills.
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Today’s 7ID
The Bde also has Soldiers at the National Training
Center, at the Redstone Arsenal, AL. They
participated in combined training on explosive
ordnance detectors with the Washington Army
National Guard, and worked with the El Paso, TX,
Police Department Bomb Squad in training against a
domestic terrorist attack scenario.

Second Division Artillery
DIVARTY Soldiers recently relocated 1st Bn, 37th Fld Arty
Rgt and its headquarters while conducting certifications and
Fire Support Table I and II tasks. Soldiers completed the
Steel Fires Leaders Course 2.0 focusing on artillery skills
proficiency while providing observer controller support in
Alaska. The Red Lion battalion conducted a Battalion Tactical
SOPs review to capture best practices and lessons learned
from their recent NTC rotation.

They conducted warrior skills training and prepared for
upcoming fire support team certification. Warrior Strike
continues their support of the Pacific Pathways mission with
Soldiers deployed across three regions of the Pacific. Double
V-hull-fielding remains ongoing as well as Soldier’s serving
as observer-controllers in Fort Wainwright, Ark.

Headquarters and Headquarters Support Company
HHC “Black Widow” Soldiers have been working hard on
pre-change of command and cyclic inventories. The
maintenance section completed several services while also
installing parts and maintenance operations; the supply section
is preparing for the Global Combat Support System-Army
conversion.

The staff prepared for the inaugural Bayonet Week (Sept. 6-
9) and looked forward to having former Soldiers, veterans,
families and its extended community celebrating with the
Bayonet Division.

In closing, the commanding general and I are incredibly
honored and humbled to serve alongside the best Soldiers
and families in the world.

Trust in me!
Bayonet 7

Bayonet Week at JBLM
 SGT Youtoy Martin,
5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Bayonet Week returned to Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, WA, Sept. 6-9, as an intradivision

competition that tested the skills and athletic abilities of
Soldiers within the 7ID.

On 08Sep16, 7ID Soldiers compete in the tug-of-war
challenge during Bayonet Week.
Photo: SGT Youtoy Martin
Soldiers represented their respective Bdes in team
competitions, reaffirming the Army’s readiness through
mental and physical challenges while building esprit de corps
across Task Force Bayonet. Bayonet Week served as a key
component leading into unveiling of the Bayonet Athlete
Program, which emphasizes core fitness, combative
competition, being in shape, being aggressive and deployable.
“The purpose of this week was to build the team,” said MG
Thomas S. James, 7ID’s CG. “In every event I visited and
at the dinner, I saw the intended results. In our business,
winning is the only option. Healthy team building competition
is critical to our business. It’s not just a job; it’s our profession,
it’s everything that we do.”

Soldiers participated in more than a dozen events that
included a color guard, tug-of-war compet ition,
marksmanship, basketball and softball. Using a points system
of 1st, 2nd and 3rd place, the top finishers earned points to
boost their Bde’s overall score. Continued next page.
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Bayonet Week continued
In the end, the 2-2 SBCT “Lancer Brigade” captured the
trophy for best brigade of Bayonet Week, edging out the 1-2
SBCT “Ghost Brigade” and 555th Eng Bde, “Triple Nickel,”
who finished 2nd and 3rd respectively.

“Whether you competed or you just rooted for your comrades,
you all made a difference,” said CSM Jack H. Love. Love
also thanked the Soldiers in attendance for their participation
and for their service to the Army. He stressed that Bayonet
Week was something he, the commanding general, and brigade
commanders want to continue annually.

Thunderbolt Communication
Assets

CPT Tania Donovan, 17th Field Artillery Bde

High frequency radios have been around since World
War II. High frequency radio is simple to use, quick to

deploy, and provides communications capability for Soldiers
no matter where they are. High frequency radio has the ability
to talk over great distances, as far as 5,000 miles. Radio and
computer networks can often be combined to send computer
signals through radio.

CPT Andrew D. Hoffman, Officer-
In-Charge, Communications
Section, 1st Bn, 94th Fld Arty Rgt,
prepares and trains with the High
Frequency radio on 19Apr16 at the
Yakima Training Center, WA. The
radio is used for communication
network requirements and fire
missions.
Photo: CPT Tania Donovan

The system can
easily talk from west
coast to east coast.
“It takes practice to
understand the
system but  it  is
reliable,” said CPT
Andrew Hoffman,
co mmunica t io ns
officer assigned to
the 1st  Bn, 94th Fld
Arty Rgt. “This high
frequency system is
valuable to our field
artillery unit because
the High Mobility
Artillery Rocket
System, which is the
weapon system used
by the 1-94 FAR, can
fire great distances,”
said Hoffman. “With
that, you need a way
to talk to your
elements that are
firing, and High
Frequency would be
the best way to do
that.”

Lancer Bde Continues
Pacific Pathways in

Malaysia
CPT Derek Wamsley,
2nd Stryker Bde Combat Team, 2nd Inf Div

Training with foreign militaries in their home countries
accomplishes a variety of objectives that are difficult to
achieve stateside. Along that line, Keris Strike 2016 will
provide Malaysian and US forces with challenging training
scenarios. “We will be conducting a wide variety of training
events with our Malaysian partners during the exercise, all
focused at lower tactical levels,” said LTC Ian Palmer,
commander of the 8th Squadron, 1st Cavalry Rgt. “We’re
training small unit tactics, field craft, tactical maneuvers,
counter-IED, and small unit live fire.”

The Lancer Bde also recently completed training missions
in Thailand and the Philippines and will begin training in
Indonesia, concluding Pacific Pathways with the capstone
exercise, Garuda Shield. “I’m really excited and proud about
what we are doing out here in Pacific Pathways,” said COL
Jerry Turner, Commander, 2nd Stryker Bde Combat Team.
“The opportunity to deploy the brigade 6 different times in 4
different countries, all the while executing mission command
and serving with our partner, is just an absolutely fantastic
exercise for our entire team.”

"No man is a leader until his
appointment is ratified in the
minds and the hearts of his men."
Infantry Men's Journal 1954
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Best Squad Competition

Spc Adeline Witherspoon,
5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

A squad from the 52nd Long Range Surveillance,
109th Expeditionary Military Intelligence Bn, 201st

Expeditionary Military Intelligence Bde was recognized
as the 7ID’s “Best Squad,” during a ceremony at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, WA, 08Apr16.

immediately followed by a demonstration of first aid
knowledge. After the ruck march, and a brief moment
to recover, the squads exchanged their combat boots
for running shoes and completed a modified physical
fitness test, which included a 5-mile run. Next was
the obstacle course where they worked as a team in

order to complete the 15 stations in the shortest time
possible. Next, they moved to the Engagement Skills Trainer
(EST) to compete in the marksmanship event.

A 7ID Soldier lends his squad member a shoulder to
climb on. Photo: Spc Adeline Witherspoon

Soldiers assigned to the 7ID maneuver through an
obstacle course during the Div’s “Best Squad”
competition at JBLM on 24Mar16.
Photo: Spc Adeline Witherspoon
The 7 competing squads braved both rain and hail during the
day-long competition. In order to emerge victorious, the
squads tried to out-perform one another in events including
marksmanship, basic combat skills, physical endurance, and
a written exam covering basic Soldier knowledge.

“It feels pretty good to go out and compete with the guys,”
said Spc Caleb J. Fassler, 52nd LRS squad member and “Best
Squad” member. “It was definitely a great challenge for
everyone.” Fassler and the rest of his squad received a
ceremonial bayonet, congratulatory plaque, and an Army
Achievement Medal from the 7ID commanding general, MG
Thomas S. James.

The competition, which took place on March 24th, started
with the squads transported via Black Hawk helicopter to
the start point. Competition began with a 10-mile ruck march,

The competition’s evaluators also measured the effectiveness
of each squad’s leadership. Squad leaders were given the
freedom to choose an appropriate uniform for each event, as
well as logistics and overall tactical strategy. In preparation
for the numerous events, several squad leaders said they
trained over several weeks to improve their squad’s chances
at winning the competition. “We’ve done rucking, as much
as we can get in on our personal time, as well as working on
some marksmanship techniques and other common tasks for
us as Soldiers,” said SGT Alexander Lorati, a squad leader
with 2nd Bde, 2nd Inf Div. “This competition (brought) us
together as a squad and just tightened the bond (and skills)
we already have…working as a team and making us a
cohesive unit.”

In order to claim the title of “Best Squad,” the squads not
only had to prove themselves as Soldiers but also as
dedicated members of a team. On this particular day, the
201st EMIB had the best squad.
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Operation “Yakima Dustoff’

Trains
CPT Brian Harris, 16th Combat Aviation Brigade

Pilots, flight paramedics and crew chiefs assigned to
the US Army Air Ambulance Detachment and civilian
volunteers from Central Washington Mountain Rescue
conducted medical evacuation hoist training on 07Jun16 at
the Yakima Training Center.

The unit, part of the 16th Combat Avn Bde, nicknamed Yakima
Dustoff, provides medical evacuation coverage for thousands
of Soldiers from Joint Base Lewis-McChord training at YTC
each year. In addition, the detachment works with the Yakima
County Sheriff’s Department and civilian volunteers to
provide medical evacuation coverage to the nearby mountain
and natural areas. Volunteers from Central Washington
Mountain Rescue, CWMR, have trained with USAAAD
numerous times, but this was their first time being lowered
and raised from an aircraft via the hoist system. The training
also helped the Soldiers of USAAAD to practice their skills,
and to ensure civilian volunteers were prepared to work

A US Army HH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crew chief,
assigned to US Air Ambulance Det, 2nd Bn, 158th  Avn
Rgt, 16th Combat Avn Bde, lowers a volunteer from
Central Washington Mountain Rescue via the hoist
system during training at Yakima Training Center, WA.
Photo: CPT Brian Harris

with the Army in real-world rescues.

“One benefit of this training is that it will facilitate
getting the civilian rescue personnel to the lost or
injured hiker quicker than to hike to their [location],”

said SFC Alexis Marulanda, USAAAD First Sergeant.
“Also, it will get them to an area that might not be accessible
by foot. They are also being training on SKED operations,
which will further assist the medic and crew chief if they are
not able to get to the patient themselves and have to rely on
rescue team for the packaging and extraction.”

Army HH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crew chiefs,
assigned to US Air Ambulance Det, 2nd Bn, 158th Avn
Rgt, 16th Combat Avn Bde, conduct hoist training while
a volunteer from Central Washington Mountain Rescue
watches.  Photo: CPT Brian Harris

The continued partnership between the military, law
enforcement and civilian volunteers has made the citizens of
Yakima County and the surrounding areas safer. “Civilian
mountain rescue members and active-duty Army personal
were and are able to train together for a common goal,” said
Sheriff Winter. “Truly, this opportunity will have and is having
a far reaching impact within our community.”

“Whoever said the pen is mightier than the
sword obviously never encountered automatic
weapons.”

General Douglas MacArthur
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Final Taps
We remember those who

have left our ranks

Organization          Co/Bat.     Date of Death
  Name
17th Infantry Regiment
  Ingman, Einar H. E 9/9/2015
  Pitts, Eugene E. D 6/8/2016

31st Infantry Regiment
  Busher, James H. F 5/12/2016
7th Quartermaster Co.
  Klinger, Irvin C. Quartermaster 4/15/2016
Division Headquarters
  Raynor, Robert E. Hq 10/6/2011

Total 5

 Wilson Meckley, Jr.

Korean War Vet Returned
VFW Magazine, June/July 2016, Chip Somodevilla
gettyimages photos

The remains of SGT Wilson
Meckley, Jr., A Co, 1st Bn, 32nd

Inf Rgt, 7ID, who was reported
MIA at the Chosin Reservoir on
02Dec50 were laid to rest at
Arlington National Cemetery on
04Apr16.

In Nov’50, Meckley was serving
with Task Force Faith and,
while operating along the eastern
banks of the Chosin Reservoir,
elements of his unit were

The 3rd Inf Rgt
burial detail
moves the

casket from
the caisson to

the grave at
Arlington
National

Cemetery.

Folding the
flag at the
graveside. It
was later
presented to
Meckley's
sister, Urbana
Warfel.

overwhelmed by Chinese People’s Volunteer Forces. They
were forced to withdraw to more defensible positions at
Hagaru-ri and, during this withdrawal, Meckley was reported
missing. His remains were repatriated during the 1990-94
time period and were finally identified by a DNA match
with his surviving brother.

A Japanese spotter looks through his scope to locate
enemy targets on the training field during an urban live-
fire exercise, as part of Rising Thunder 2016, at Yakima
Training Center, 19Sep16.
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Thunderbolt Leaders Tackle “Mungadai”
CPT Peter Mrvos

Once the name of the elite soldiers of Genghis Khan’s Mongol
army, today the “Mungadai” is a grueling test of modern-
day warriors that offers them a chance to build resiliency
and develop agile and adaptive leaders.

For more than 11 hours, on 22Jul16, the leaders of the 308th

Bde Support Bn, 17th Fld Arty Bde, faced daunting physical
and mental tests during a Mungadai challenge at JBLM. “I
wanted to go out and challenge our leaders mentally and
physically, test their resolve and, most importantly, give them
the opportunity to show themselves they have what it takes,”
said LTC Mike LaBrecque, the commander of the 308th

BSB. “The events weren’t easy and they certainly rose to the
challenge.” LaBrecque said this event has helped to build a
team of warriors and has prepared them for the challenges
that lay ahead in their careers.

LTC Mike Labrecque (3rd from left) and his team row
to shore after completing the helocast portion of the
Mungadai.
Photo: SGT Jorge Higuera

The 17 stations of the Mungadai included a 12-mile ruck,
medical skills tests, a combat-style stress shoot, a confidence
obstacle course and, most dauntingly, a 10-foot helocast from
a CH-47 Chinook into American Lake. For the family and
friends who turned out to watch the action from dry land a
half-mile away, the helocast was the highlight of the event.
“It was one of the most exciting things I have done so far in
the Army,” said 1LT Paul Kim, an operations officer with

the 308th BSB. “Looking out the back of the bird, seeing the
distance between us and the water and realizing that I was
about to jump was incredible. At the time, I could barely
believe it was actually happening.”

An officer from the 308th Bde Support Bn, 17th Fld Arty
Bde jumps from a CH-47 Chinook during the Mungadai.
Photo: SGT Jorge Higuera

A USArmy UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter, piloted by
pilots assigned to 2-158th Assault Helicopter Battalion,
16th Combat Aviation Brigade, 7th Infantry Division,
prepares to land at Orchard Combat Training Center,
Idaho, 30Sep16. The skies around OCTC were a lot
busier in October during Raptor Fury, a large-scale
training exercise with support from 1-14 Cavalry
“WARHORSE” and 1-37th Field Artillery, 2nd Div
Artillery, 7ID.
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